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Organist Biography
Simon Templet is a 17-year-old high school senior living in the 
area of New Orleans, Louisiana.  He began his studies of the 
organ at the age of 13 with Steven Blackmon and also studied 
piano with Hristo Birbochukov.  Simon’s interest in the organ 
grew from hearing the instrument in church and occasional 
recitals by notable visiting organists.  In 2018, Simon had the 
opportunity to participate in a masterclass with Dr. Faythe Freese, 
and in 2019 he was accepted into the Houston POEA, at which 
he studied with Ken Cowan, Stefan Engels, Isabelle Demers, and 
Daryl Robinson.  He is the winner of the 2021 Greater Columbia 
AGO Young Organist Competition, and placed second in the 
2021 Dallas Chapter AGO Quimby/RCYO competition. Simon 
was a guest artist for the 2020 virtual edition of the East Texas 
Pipe Organ Festival, and will be featured again in this year’s live 
version. Simon enjoys performing a wide range of repertoire, 
and is particularly enamored of the works of composers of 
the French Romantic literature. He performs recitals annually 
at his home parish, St. Patrick’s Church in New Orleans.
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Prelude and Fugue in E minor (“Wedge”) - BWV 548 .........................
 Johann Sebastian Bach
 (1685-1750) 

Six Canonic Etudes - Op. 56 .................................... Robert Schumann 
 4. Innig (Intimate) ...................................................(1870-1937)
 5. Nicht zu schnell (Not too fast)

Prelude and Fugue in G minor - Op. 7, No. 3 ..............Marcel Dupré*
(1886-1971)

Litanies ....................................................................................Jehan Alain 
(1911-1940)

Prelude and Fugue on the name of Alain, Op. 7 ......Maurice Duruflé
(1902-1986)

Variations on a Noel, Op. 20 ............................................Marcel Dupré

*In memoriam Marcel Dupré, a tribute to the French organist and 
composer on the 50th anniversary of his death (May 30, 1971).

Following the rectial, you are invited to greet the artist in front of 
the chancel steps. Please observe social distancing.



Friends of the Organ

The Friends of the Organ are a core group of supporters of 
Organ at Davidson. They are instrumental in helping with the 
distribution of publicity throughout Davidson and various other 
media publications. They also serve as an advisory committee 
to help with planning. When not in a pandemic, the Friends of 
the Organ plan and host the post-concert receptions where the 
artist can be greeted. If you would like to be a part of this group, 
contact David Brinson at DBrinson@dcpc.org.

Special Thanks

A special word of thanks to Organ at Davidson’s media sponser 
89.9 WDAV for their continuing media support. WDAV is 
Classical Public Radio, a service of Davidson College. Listen on 
the radio at 89.9 FM or online at www.wdav.org.



Over the summer, the Friends 
of the Organ, embarked on a 
branding campaign. For many 
years, the logo for Organ at 
Davidson has been a picture of 
the faÇade of Davidson College 
Presbyterian Church’s [DCPC] 

organ. To give a fresh new look, the group employed the  
designer of DCPC’s logo.  

Mirela Berghian is Romanian born, but lives in Sicily, Italy. 
“Italy has inspired me very much from an artistic point of 
view,” she writes.  The DCPC logo was inspired by one of the 
oldest symbols of Christianity.  The ichthys, Greek for “fish,” 
first appears in art from the 2nd century AD, but certainly was 
used in the 1st century AD. 

“Simple is always better,” Mirela writes, 
“I love the abstract because it encourages 
you to free your imagination, [and] find 
your own personal meeting.”

DCPC’s logo has more symbolism than  
only an abstractly drawn fish. Many see 
the shape of a dove representing the Holy Spirit.  The official 
logo of the Presbyterian Church (USA), the denomination of 
which DCPC is a member, has two flames aside a symbol rich 
cross.  If its flames were thinned and intertwined, you would 
have a flame resembling DCPC’s logo.

As Organ at Davidson is hosted by DCPC, the Friends of the 
Organ had two directions for Mirela: the new logo must have 
something unique to the organ and include DCPC’s logo. 
The result is three strong pipes with mouths featuring similar 
curves as the DCPC logo.  The boldness and elegance of the 
logo makes it versatile and useful for years to come.
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Grand Orgue ($150+)

Carol Barber
David & Kelli Brinson

Larry & Jane Cain
Deb & Bob Cameron

Dick Hastings
Stephen Lee

Kim & Dottie Morrison
Al & Alice Sudduth

Principal ($100)

JWD Atchinson
Bill Stone
Bill Strong
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Gedeckt ($50)

Dick Carver

Céleste ($25)

Ann Brindisi
Barbara Bryan

Robert & Elise Garner
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Sharon Leininger



Saturday’s at 10 PM on 89.9 WDAV

Celebrating more than thirty years on the air, Pipedreams is 
the only weekly radio program that explores the full range 
of the art and potential of the pipe organ through selected 

performances and conversations with composers, organists, 
organ builders and restorers.

Pipedreams



Organ at Davidson will return next year on January 11.  
Christopher John Pharo will present the first concert of the 
new year.  Mr. Pharo is is Organist and Choirmaster for Calvary 
Episcopal Church, Tarboro, NC. 

Mr. Pharo began formal organ study in 2007 under Ms. Carolyn 
Crossland in Kinston while attending Lenoir Community 
College; and later under Mr. Andrew Scanlon at East Carolina 
University where he is pursuing his undergraduate degree in 
Sacred Music. 

As Director of Music for Calvary, Mr. Pharo oversees a 
traditional choral program which includes one adult choir and 
three children’s choirs. Mr. Pharo has an active piano and organ 
studio and works as a freelance accompanist for choirs and 
individual singers throughout eastern NC. Mr. Pharo resides in 
Tarboro with his dog, Duke (no collegiate affiliation).



Organ at Davidson is fully made possible by the gifts 
of those who attend and watch the monthly concerts. 

In order to keep these concert free and open to the 
public, consider giving  at one of our support tiers: $25, 
$50,  $100, $150+. For your tiered support, you will be 

recognized in each program of the season.  

You may give online at www.organatdavidson.org

Or give at the entry ways (including the slip below), or 
mail a check to:

Davidson College Presbyterian Church
PO Box 337

Davidson, NC 28036

Mark “Organ at Davidson” in the memo line

Thank you for your support.
-------------------------------------------------------
If you would like to receieve a monthly reminder about 
Organ at Davidson, please write your email below. Then 
tear of this portion and put in the baskets by the doors:

____________________________________

If donating cash, use an evelope from the pew and inlude 
this slip with your donation at the entry ways.

Write name as you would like it to appear in the program:

____________________________________

Mailing address: 

____________________________________


